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We would like to thank everyone for their prayerful and financial support for our recent trip, which 
enabled us to accomplish so much. Our team this year comprised 10 people. Simon (Natalie’s husband) 
and 4 endoscopists from the gastroenterology department of the Royal Surrey County Hospital (RSCH) 
joined our usual team of Chris and Maggie Jagger, Catherine Roux, Steve Snelling and Natalie Walter. 
Over the years, in our clinics in El Salvador, we have seen many people with gastric and digestive 
problems which we have not been able to diagnose or treat satisfactorily, so it was wonderful when 
Michelle Gallagher (consultant gastroenterologist), Geoff and Di Macleod (endoscopy nurse 
practitioners) and Lesley Andrews (endoscopy nurse) agreed to accompany us, to run a teaching and 
training course in endoscopy at the main public hospital in San Salvador, and to perform endoscopies 
on patients in the remote clinics which we visit each year. 
Thanks to a generous donation, SALCET was able to purchase a video-endoscope from Pentax (cost 
£16,500) for Hospital Rosales in San Salvador. Pentax generously donated 2 other endoscopes to 
SALCET (buy one, get two free!), and RSCH gave substantial amounts of ancillary equipment, so we 
were able to deliver approximately £25,000 worth of goods to very grateful Salvadorian doctors, as 
well as  the medicines which we routinely take on our trips.  
Initially, the video endoscope and 2 boxes of medicines were impounded by Salvadorian customs 
officials! The government (and system) had changed since last year, but we were allowed the 
equipment and medicines we needed for our work, so our schedule was not inhibited. The publicity 
SALCET received in the National Press, as well as the contacts Chris made whilst dealing with The 
Ministry of Health, worked in our favour, and we were re-united with our confiscated items after a 
week, in time to take the medicines to Estancia.  
The 4 day teaching and training course at 2 hospitals in San Salvador was very well received. 2 of the 
endoscopes were given to Hospital Rosales and the third to San Miguel hospital in the east of the 
country, whose only endoscope had broken 6 months previously. The outcome of the endoscopies 
performed in satellite clinics (at San Carlos and Estancia) was that 80% of the patients tested positive 
for Helicobacter Pylori, which is treatable by eradication therapy (strong antibiotics and PPIs) for 1 
week. This was a significant finding which will enable effective treatment of ‘stomach ache’ on the 
short term. The longer term goal is to improve water supplies and sanitation to remove the source of the 
bacterium altogether. 
The rest of the SALCET team held their usual-style clinics at San Carlos and 4 Compassion projects, 
treating minor ailments and illnesses, testing for reading glasses, and giving vitamins to malnourished 
children. The highlight of the first weekend was the official opening of the Community House at San 
Carlos – a joyous occasion, held on the 9th anniversary of the earthquake which Chris and Steve 
experienced in 2001 (see website for report and photos), followed by a football match between San 
Carlos A and B teams the next day. Both teams wore kit donated by SALCET last year. The remainder 
of the money raised by the Isle of Wight bike ride has been used to buy a table tennis table, table 
football, guitars, cymbals and amplifiers for the young people to use in the Community House. Guitar 
lessons are happening and young people are enjoying the facilities, keeping them away from the 
temptation of gangs and drugs. 
The whole team enjoyed their weekend in the remote mountains of Estancia, working hard but also 
experiencing the local culture. One highlight was watching sugar cane being processed using a yoke of 
oxen and very primitive equipment, - a real community activity. Our attention was caught again by the 
children with congenital disorders and disabilities. Catherine used her skills to help them and instruct 
their mothers, but the whole area of paediatrics and neuro-physiotherapy is one which we want to 
explore for next year.  
We saw many people with eye problems, 50 of whom we referred to Dr Cuchillas. They are awaiting 
surgery pending sufficient SALCET funds. The 142 pairs of reading glasses we dispensed went a little 
way towards helping poorer communities, and the gifts we delivered to ‘Compassion’ children 
sponsored by Busbridge families expressed the love which is developing between our 2 countries. 
Our 2 weeks in El Salvador were crammed with activity and wonderful experiences. Please look at our 
website for more details. There are so many possibilities for the future so please keep praying for 
wisdom for us and the SALCET Trustees. 
 
Maggie Jagger 
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